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MTS’ proposes its new Madang Ferry, Kalibobo Express
MTS has recently presented its newly proposed vessel to the treasury.
Sir Peter Barter, the Managing Director
of MTS has described the new vessel as a service-provider and a means to open new areas for
tourism within Madang and PNG.
Sir Peter was speaking during an interview
in Madang.
“The newly proposed vessel will be based
here in Madang and it will be used primarily
as a ferry, to provide the needed services to the
people of Madang, this would hopefully open
up new areas for tourism within islands such as
Karkar, Bagabag just to name a few.”
The vessel has been named by MTS as the
Kalibobo Express.
Sir Peter also said that the vessel has been
built under PNG’s marine requirements.
“It is built to AMSA and NMSA survey
requirements to 1B (500nm from coast)with
capacity of 150 passengers at speed of 25kts.”
Sir Peter added that its initial route would
be a daily trip between Madang and Karkar Island, “with additional services to Boisa, Manam,
Bagabag and Saidor.”
The Captain of MTS’ current vessel, the
Kalibobo Spirit also welcomed the idea.
Joe Saukilagi, MTS’ Expeditionary Cruise
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An artist’s impression of the new MTS, Kalibobo Express

Captain, said that the vessel is a need to the
people of Madang.
“Madang needs such a vessel as the
proposed Kalibobo Express, it will be a great
benefit for tourism in Madang and PNG.”
“Such a vessel would open up Kar Kar and
other islands to tourism, provide safe, reliable,
economical travel to a third of the population of
Madang Province,” said Joe.
Sir Peter said that, “such a vessel would
also work in Milne Bay, New Ireland, Manu
when proven successful.”
“Financially, we intend to fund this vessel
ourselves with funds we can borrow from our
Australian Company, but if at all possible, we
would prefer to fund with Kina if we can get
additional IRC Tax Clearance and access to

foreign exchange.”
Sir Peter has reached out to the PNG treasury by stating that MTS is willing and ready to
sign the contract to begin the construction of the
vessel.
“We are ready this week to sign the
contract to proceed with the construction with
or without foreign exchange being available to
meet the progress payment over the construction
period of 40 weeks.”
Sir Peter said that MTS has always been
the forefront of tourism and to make tourism a
reliable and sustainable resource within PNG.
“We remain committed to the development
of tourism in PNG and we are prepared to take
on the full risk of establishing maritime tourism
as described.”

Email: info@mtspng.com or Call: (675) 4222655/ 4222766

Tourism Company Assists in
MTS assists MPHA to
make a Rural Island Visit Launching a Bundi Festival

Andrew Yamai, Sir Peter Barter, Vincent Kumura and Steven Kilanda during
the Komba Festival

Fidelis Waipma the CEO of MPHA and his board members meeting the
people of Gaubin during their commissioning ceremony at Karkar recently.

Madang’s Health Authority,
it’s executives, board members
and a clinical staff from the
Madang’s hospital has recently
travelled to Karkar to attend a
commissioning ceremony at the
island’s Lutheran Hospital.
The Madang Provincial
Health Authority’s (MPHA) CEO,
Fidelis Waipma travelled aboard
the Melanesian Tourist Services’
(MTS) Kalibobo Spirit, with Dr.
Martin Daimen, Dr Charles Kalana,
Pastor Komora Salum, Maggie
Pidik, Kikimbe Bernard, Joe
Agavi and Modilon’s Orthopedical
Doctor, Dr David Pahau.

The trip to Karkar was
organized by MTS’ Managing
Director Sir Peter Barter.
Fidelis Waipma thanked the
people of Karkar for organizing
the ceremony and said that the
authority will make rural areas as
their main priority.
“I’d like to thank the
people of Karkar and the people
of Sumkar in making this event
possible and I can assure you all
that the authority will make rural
health centers such as Gaubin their
main priority in delivering proper
health services.”

MTS Educates Tourism Students

Chairman of the Melanesian
Foundation and the Managing
Director of the Melanesian
Tourist Services (MTS)
commended Vincent Kumura’s
initiative and efforts in
successfully hosting their firstever Bundi Komba Festival.
“I have seen Vincent, the
people of Bundi and the team from
Kumura Foundatio, who worked
tirelessly to put this program
together.”
Sir Peter was speaking
during the launching of the Komba
Festival at Yandera in Bundi on
Tuesday the 22nd.
Vincent Kumura, the

Chairman and the founder of the
Kumura Foundation, thanked Sir
Peter for his tireless efforts in
supporting the foundation.
Sir Peter, through his support
for the Kumura Foundation,
chartered a helicopter from
HeliNiugini and travelled to Yandra
with Andrew Yamai, the First
Assistant Secretary for the Minister
of Tourism and Steven Kilanda,
the CEO of the National Cultural
Commissioner.
Sir Peter also said that he
will continue to support groups like
the Kumura Foundation that use
Tourism as a venue to promote the
culture of the people.

MTS Welcomes new Minister and TPA’s New CEO
MTS’ has welcomed the newly
appointed Minister for Tourism
& Culture, saying that it is a
fresh new start.
Sir Peter Barter, the
Managing Director of MTS said
that the appointment of Walter
Schaubelt as the Minister for
Tourism & Culture could boost the
industry.
“I look forward to working
in partnership, as an Industry, with
our new Minister to promote more

tourism here in Madang.”
Sir Peter also welcomed the
appointment of the tourism board’s
new CEO, Eric Mossman Uvovovo
(TPA).
Sir Peter will be attending an
Industry meeting in Port Moresby
this month, “I hope that I can get
a chance to meet with them and
to talk more about a partnership
that will go towards the future of
tourism in Madang and PNG.”

Resort’s Haus Kibung, new ‘Aqua-look’
Madang Resort’s Haus Kibung with the new artwork during sunset

Final year students from the Tourism Hospitality Department (DWU) with Sir
Peter during their cruise aboard the Kalibobo Spirit.

A final year student has thanked
MTS for providing a harbour
cruise aboard the Kalibobo
Spirit.
Lachie Cheevers, a Tourism
and Hospitality Management
(THM) student at Divine Word
University (DWU) has described
the cruise as a memorable learning
experience.
“The crew were very
informative as they gave a walk-

through of the basic safety as well
as a little history of the vessel
(Kalibobo Spirit) and the future
plans of MTS.”
Lachie was speaking during
an interview after their cruise last
October.
Lachie and 33 other staff and
students from the THM Department
went for the cruise aboard MTS’
Expeditionary Cruise vessel.

PNG’s Ultimate Travel Experience, Book NOW!
www.facebook.com/salesmts

www.instagram.com/mts_png

Madang Resort enhances its
conference facility.
The Resort’s Haus Kibung
conference centre recently added a
new look to its outside-appearance.
The décor was created in
Cairns and was recently placed

(675) 4222655 or

around the outside of the Haus
Kibung.
Sir Peter Barter, the Managing Director of MTS said that,
“as a company we are always
looking for ways in which we
can enhance our look.”

operations@mtspng.com

www.twitter.com/salesmts

MTS Commends Madang Charity

Maureen Hill, a pioneer Rotary
Member. Dearly known in Madang
as ‘Mama Maureen.’

Sir Peter Barter, the Chairman
of the Madang Tourist Industry
Association (MTIA) said that
the Madang’s Rotary Club was a
fundamental part of the Madang
community.
“We need a strong Rotary
Club in Madang, it is the backbone
of community service and is widely
respected, but it needs active
members.”
Sir Peter was speaking
recently during the Rotary Club’s
change over dinner in Madang.

Sir Peter also thanked
Maureen Hill for being the driving
force in all charity services in the
province.
“Maureen Hill was a former
member of Madang’s Lions and
then she changed over to Rotary, as
they say, she has carried the banner
for many years.”
Sir Peter also said that she
still is the driving force of Red
Cross, the Christian Women’s
Association (CWA), Lions, Rotary,
the Modilon General Association
Praises Charity organization
Hospital, the Melanesian
Foundation, Creative Centre for the
Disabled and the City Mission.
Mrs Hill was recognised this
for her services to Madang and to
Papua New Guinea through her
Order of Logohu award, which she
received this year.
K26, 800 was raised from
the Miss Madang Pageant that
was held at the Madang Resort in
July, “with the amount donated,
collectively this should be around
K50,000 towards the cost of the
refurbishment of the Blood Bank
at the Modilon Hospital, another
example of how Rotary steps in
to help the community,” said Sir
Peter.

Madang Resort Recieves 2020 Travellers Award

Madang Resort’s Excellence Badge

Madang Resort has
announced that it has been
recognized as a 2020 Travelers’
Choice award-winner for its
exceptional services. Based on a
full year of Tripadvisor reviews,
prior to any changes caused by
the pandemic, award winners are
known for consistently receiving
great traveler/diner feedback,
placing them in the top 10% of
hospitality businesses around the
globe.

Sir Peter Barter, the
Managing Director of MTS, said
that the team of staff from the
Madang Resort have worked well
throughout the pandemic.
“Even though we had to
regretfully lay some of our best
staff members off, we still managed
to perform to the best of our
abilities providing the best services
that we can offer to our guests.”
“Winners of the 2020
Travelers’ Choice Awards should
be proud of this distinguished
recognition,” said Kanika Soni,
Chief Commercial Officer at
Tripadvisor.
“Although it’s been a
challenging year for travel and
hospitality, we want to celebrate
our partners’ achievements. Award
winners are beloved for their
exceptional service and quality.
Not only are these winners well
deserving, they are also a great
source of inspiration for travellers
as the world begins to venture out
again.”
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Resort’s new Lobby-Art

Madang Resort’s front Lobby with the new artwork by Robert Banasi

A local artist has recreated a
mural depicting the various
aspect of the Madang-life.
Robert Banasi, the founder of
the Madang Arts Maniac (MAM)
and Fox City Designs has recently
painted a mural depicting the
marine, flora and fauna and the
culture of Madang at the Madang
Resort’s front lobby.
Robert has described the
artwork as the identity of Madang.
“I wanted to create something
that identifies the guests that come
to the Madang Resort with an idea
of what Madang and its people are
all about.”
The artwork took Robert a
week to finish, “I enjoyed working
on this particular artwork, I think

this goes well with the Madang
Resort’s look.”
The artwork as described by
Robert was created to show the
glare of the fire and how important
fire is to the Madang culture.
“If you look closely at the
artwork, you will notice a lot of red
and yellow colours, this symbolises
the importance of fire to the
Madang Traditional people.”
The new artwork was also
welcomed by Vincent Barubia, the
Assistant Front Office Manager.
“As a Madang man myself,
I think the artwork adds to the
atmosphere when guests come to
stay with us here at the resort, it is
the first thing that they see.”

Resort provides excellent Conference-Services
Sir Peter Barter had recently
commended the efforts of his
staff who provided exceptional
services to numerous conferences
that was held at the Madang
Resort.
“Last month was an
amazing month, we had numerous
conferences being held at the
Resort, including World Vision
organised conferences, Health,
Police, Nurses and religious
groups, which increased the resort’s
occupancy levels to 60%.
“Even though we provided
these conferences at a 50%
discount, due to our current policy
of offering this discount for more
than 3 nights, we did well.”
The resort provided meals
for hundreds culminating when
it catered as well for their own
tenants in its Haus Kibung.
“The Janek Aben occupied
by more than 100, Sana 1 & 2
occupied by 300 in Kapyoto Group
and the Haus Win with 350 for
dinner,” said Sir Peter.

Vince Barubia, the Assistant
Manager also said that the team
from the Madang Resort did well.
“In the morning, during that
busy period, the Haus Win was
cleared, cleaned and breakfast was
serviced for 56 departing guests
and then we had a DWU cruise and
lunch aboard the Kalibobo Spirit.”
“I know of no other hotel that
could have catered for so many
people,” said Vince.
Sir Peter thanked all his staff
and the guests that had choice to
stay and to have their conference at
the Madang Ressort.
“Thank you all for your
support, it is much appreciated and
I will look at ways in which we can
support you and to assist you in the
future.”
The Madang Resort and the
Kalibobo Village are now giving
a low 50% discount on their
conference facilities, including
accommodation, only applicable
if you book for a minimum of 3
Nights or more.

Email: info@mtspng.com or Call: (675) 4222655/ 4222766

A Warrior’s Shield, Tales from the Sepik River

T

he iconic and magical Sepik carvings
lay waiting outside the Madang
Resort’s gate. These artefacts lay
motionless, yet like a time capsule it holds the
stories of one of the most diverse cultures in
Papua New Guinea. Telling tales of myths,
legends and magic, these sacred artefacts pay
homage to the unique cultures that are spread
throughout the vast communities along the
Mighty Sepik River.
One of the most unique set of carvings, are
the sacred Warrior Shields that lay sprawled
across the grass near an elderly looking, yet
experienced 67 year-old man. As if they were
intended to protect their maker, Morris Pirak
gladly holds one out to show the detailed feature
of a scary-looking ‘Tambaran.’ Delicately etched
into the wood, these carvings tell a tale of the
mighty Sepik Warriors and the journey of Morris
from the Sepik River to Madang’s coastline.
“August 8, 1972,” said Morris as he looked at
his artefacts to reflect on the vivid memories
and their dates. The dates seemed so clear to
Morris now then they were back in that August
morning, when he decided to leave his home in
Nundumundo Village in the Angoram District,
deep in the heart of the lower Sepik River.
Seeking a new life, Morris travelled to Madang.
After settling in Madang, young Morris looked
for opportunities to further his adventurous
heart. Morris travelled to Rabaul in 1982 where
he worked at a sawmill factory, “I don’t know
why, but it’s something to do with wood,” he
said. “I have always loved to work with wood-to
create and to shape something, this has always
been my passion,” said Morris as he dusted his
gleaming Sepik shields.
In 1986 Morris decided to come back to
Madang, to make Madang his home. “I’ve been

here ever since, and I love Madang,” he said.
Morris lived a very humble life during the 90’s,
but he had something special that had lingered
inside his heart- he had brought something
from his home along the Sepik River. “I just
decided to start carving, I was taught by my
Pwapa (uncle) to carve shields and other Sepik
artefacts,” said Morris as he smiled.
During the 90’s, Morris said that he made a
lot of money through the Melanesian Tourist
Services’ ‘Melanesian Discoverer.’ “Those were
the glory days, when tourists flooded Madang,”
he said. “I could hardly keep up with their high
demand,” said Morris.
The Melanesian Tourist Services (MTS) has
travelled throughout the most remote locations
in the Sepik River and have forged relationships
with villages along the Lower, Middle and even
the Upper Sepik River. With more than 50 years
of experience with expeditionary cruises along
the Sepik River, MTS’ recent 30m luxury motor
yacht, the Kalibobo Spirit, travels through the
Angoram District. These expeditionary cruises
have visited places in the Sepik River where
Morris knows too well.
“I have always been proud of MTS and the close
relationship that it has with my local people
along the Sepik River,” said Morris with pride.
Kandibang (Warrior’s Shield), as translated
by Morris means a lot more than just an
ordinary fighting shield. “The unique thing
about these shields that I carve, it represents
manhood, courage and knowledge,” he said.
Morris described his sacred artefacts as a rite of
passage. “It is very strict for any ordinary person
to carry these shields,” he said. “Only the men
that have been bitten by the crocodile (initiated)
can carry these shields as a protection during
battle,” said Morris, while he demonstrated the

Morris with his shield carving.

different ways to use the fragile artefact in his
hand.
Like Morris, and so many other experienced
artists from the Sepik River, who tirelessly
paint, carve and greet tourists that arrive at the
Madang Resort, they can all agree on one thing:
“Sepik is better seen by yourself than being told
by someone else” said Morris.
The Kalibobo Spirit will be travelling to the
Sepik River this Easter. A 6-night adventure
that will penetrate deep through lower and
the middle Sepik River. Visiting villages,
experiencing the unique cultural dancing and
also seeing the ‘mythical’ Haus Tambarans
(Spiritual Houses).
“I would like to tell people to travel to the Sepik
for themselves,” he said. “What people like us
show here, through our artefacts, is just a sample
of what people can actually experience if they
travel to the Sepik,” said Morris.

Niugini Dive Adventures welcomes Brand-New Dive Vessel
Dive Instructors from the Niugini Dive
Adventures (NDA) are already eagerly
awaiting their new dive boat.
Tetsuya Nakamura and Naca (Nathan)
Yavala have described their new dive boat as
an improvement to their facilities.
Tetsuya, NDA’s co-dive instructor said
that it should make room for more passengers.
“The new Kalibobo Diver will assist us
as it does have some better accessories that
can allow us to carry more passengers to go
diving, snorkelling and it will be much easier
to carry equipment as well.”

Kalibobo Diver on a test run.

The vessel has already been purchased by
MTS and will be in Madang before the end of
this year.
Sir Peter Barter, the Managing Director of

MTS said this recently in an interview.
“We have already purchased the vessel
and we are hoping to get it in Madang’s seas
soon, so we can start providing better diving,
snorkelling and harbour cruises.”
The vessel has a ramp, which makes
carrying and transporting passengers to the
many various island in Madang, “very easy and
simple, now we can take more passengers and
even more equipment, making our job easier and
more enjoyable for both us and our guests,” said
Nathan.

Kalibobo Spirit’s Scheduled Cruises
2020

2021

Destination

Duration

Cost P/Person

Dates

Sepik River

6 Nights

*$4300

Nov 18, Dec 23

Island Cruise

8 Nights

*$5657

Dec 21

Milne Bay Cruise

5 Nights

*$3836

Dec 02, Dec 09, Dec 14

Sepik River

6 Nights

*$4730

Jan 13, Feb 17, Mar 17, Apr 14, May 29, Jun 09, Jul 30

Island Cruise

8 Nights

*$6000

Oct 13, Dec 21

Milne Bay Cruise

5 Nights

*$3750

Nov 28, Dec 01, Dec 08

*Costs shown include twin/double, per person. all meals, excursions, cultural events, wine with meals and an experienced expedition leader. Costs does not include airfares, charter flights or items of personal nature. Exclusive charters are also available to any
destination in Papua New Guinea. OPTIONAL: Overland 4x4 tours available to the Highlands.
www.facebook.com/salesmts

www.instagram.com/mts_png

www.twitter.com/salesmts

